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ACADEMIC POSITIONS
2024 – 	Visiting Research Scholar, Women’s and Gender Studies / Anti-Carceral Co+Laboratory, Wellesley College
2022–24    Visiting Assistant Professor, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Allegheny College
2019–22    President’s Postdoctoral Scholar, Department of Communication, University of Maryland, 
      College Park
2018–19    Lecturer, Department of Communication, University of Maryland, College Park
EDUCATION
2017	     Ph.D., Communication, Culture, and Media Studies, Howard University; Graduate 
     Certificate, Women’s Studies, Howard University
     Dissertation: “Women in Prison Speak: A Case Study of Writings by Incarcerated Women 
     and Their Advocates:” Committee: Carolyn Byerly (Chair), Barbara B. Hines, Erica   
     Southerland, and Velma LaPoint
2011	     M.A., Africana Studies and Sociology, CSU Dominguez Hills
                 Thesis: “The Politics of Representation of African American Women in Beauty and Fashion 
     Magazines”
2007	     B.A., Africana Studies (with Honors), CSU Dominguez Hills 
 	     Minor, Public Administration. Study Abroad: Ghana, West Africa
2004	     A.A., Liberal Arts Studies, Long Beach City College
RESEARCH INTERESTS & EXPERTISE
Black feminist theory; abolition-informed sociolegal analysis; law-in-action; gendered punishment and carceral governance; race, criminalization, and reform; incarcerated women’s testimony and inside writing as knowledge production; communication, media, and public policy; intersectionality; social movements, advocacy, and coalition building; qualitative, archival, and community-engaged methods



PUBLICATIONS
Books
In Production	Ferguson, T. Voices from the Inside: Incarcerated Women Speak (University of California Press; publication date: January 2027).
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
Published	Ferguson, T. (2025). “In the Belly of the Beast: Lessons in the Politics and Practices of 
Abolition Feminism, Resistance, and Freedom.” Feminist Criminology.
Published	Ferguson, T. (2024). “Lessons in Resistance, Activism and Solidarity: Incarcerated 
Women and the California Coalition for Women Prisoners.” Feminist Formations.
In Review
Ferguson, T.  “Feminism and Incarceration: Lessons in Feminist Politics, Criminal Punishment and 
Representation.” Feminist Review. Under review following revise and resubmit.
Ferguson, T.  “Rebranding Punishment as Care: Gender-Responsive Reform, Parole and the 
Carceral Governance of Women’s Needs in California Prisons.” Women & Criminal Justice. 
Ferguson, T.	“Denial by Design: The Hidden Curriculum of Academic Rejection.” Meridians: feminism, race, transnationalism.
Ferguson, T. 	“Praxis as Infrastructure: Designing Abolition Feminist, Healing-Centered, and Transparent Pedagogy in Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies.” Educational Studies. 
Ferguson, T.	“A Love Letter to Black Women in the Academy: Love as Method, Care as Infrastructure, and the Costs of Conditional Belonging.” Journal of African American Women & Girls in Education.
Ferguson, T. “Representation Without Transformation: CSW70 as a Transnational Feminist 
Governance Site and the Limits of “Women’s Leadership” Under Punitive Logics.” International Journal of Feminist Politics.
Book Chapters
2018		Ferguson, T. “Women Behind Bars Breaking the Silence.” In R. McGee (Ed.), #Fierce 
Feminism: Women in the 21st Century: An Interdisciplinary Approach. Kendall Hunt.

Works in Public Scholarship
2026		Ferguson, T. Dear Higher Education: Winning Within the Margins Without Losing 
Ourselves.” Dear Higher Education: Letters from the Social Justice Mountain (Special Issue: “Women of Color in the Academy: Being the Lonely Only”). Accepted.
2026	Ferguson, T. “From Inspiration to Governance: Mayor Mamdani’s jail Appointment Should Open Doors for Formerly Incarcerated Women, Too.” Governing Magazine. https://www.governing.com/policy/what-criminal-justice-policymaking-needs-women-who-have-been-there.
2026		Ferguson, T. “Dreaming Abolition: Practicing Safety, Power, and Reciprocity Now.” 
Spark Magazine. (Forthcoming, April 28)
2025		Ferguson, T. “New Prison Mail Policies Threaten Newsletters by and for Incarcerated 
People.” Truthout. https://truthout.org/articles/new-prison-mail-policies-threaten-
newsletters-by-and-for-incarcerated-people/
2022		Ferguson, T. “Abortion Rights Movement Must Include Incarcerated People.” The 
Progressive. https://progressive.org/op-eds/abortion-rights-include-incarcerated-people-ferguson-220720/
2022		James, J., & Ferguson, T. “Fighting for Reproductive Justice and Self-Determination in 
Post-Roe America.” Socialist Viewpoint. https://www.socialistviewpoint.org/sepoct_22/sepoct_22_22.html
2022		Ferguson, T. “Building ‘Feminist Jails’ Ignores a Larger Problem.” Truthout. 
https://truthout.org/articles/building-feminist-jails-ignores-a-larger-problem/
FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, & HONORS
Fellowships
2024	Pauli Murray Proud Shoes Fellowship, Pauli Murray Center for Social Justice ($1,000)
2023	Project on Public Leadership and Action (PPLA), Honorarium ($5,000)
2021	American Association of University Women, American Fellowship ($40,000)
2019	President’s Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Maryland ($55,000 annually)
Grants, Scholarships, Honors

2024	Allegheny College, Academic Support Committee for Research Institute ($3,500)
2023	Outright Book Grant, First Gen Program, University of California Press ($3,000)
2023	Solidarity Fund Travel Grant, American Studies Association Council ($465)
2023	Demmler Innovation in Teaching and Curriculum, Allegheny College ($3,500)
2023	Allegheny College, Academic Support Committee for Research Institute ($3,500)
2023	Symposium Travel Grant, Faculty of Color Working Group ($450)
2022	Conference Travel Grant, National Women’s Studies Association ($500)
2022	Symposium Travel Grant, Faculty of Color Working Group ($350)
2021	Research Development Grant, Organization for Feminist Research on Gender and 
Communication ($2,500)
2020	Arts and Humanities Faculty Funds Innovation Grant, University of Maryland ($5,000)
2019	Certificate of Appreciation for Speech Coaching, Student Terp Talk Showcase, University of 
Maryland
2018	Do Good Institute Award for Do Good Assignment Instructor, University of Maryland School of 
Public Policy ($500)
2017	Conference Travel Grant, Graduate School Council, Howard University ($1,500)
2016	Conference Travel Grant, Barbara Hines Professional Development Fund, Howard University 
($500)
2015	Stephen Bufton Memorial Scholarship, American Business Women Association, California South Bay Chapter ($2,000)
2011	Langston Hughes Excellence in Scholarship Award, Department of African Studies, California State University, Dominguez Hills
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING
2023	Intersectional Qualitative Research Methods Institute (IQRMI), University of Maryland, College Park
2019	Introduction to Demonstrating and Evaluating Research Impact, Office of Faculty Affairs, University of Maryland, College Park
2019	Excel: Pivot Tables in Depth, LinkedIn Learning, University of Maryland
2019	Introduction to Research Development, Office of Faculty Affairs, University of Maryland

2016	Summer Doctoral Institute for Diversity in Media and Culture, USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism, Los Angeles
2016	Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods Summer Seminar, NAEP Howard Statistics and 
Evaluation Institute, Howard University
LEADERSHIP, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, & POLICY ENGAGEMENT
Career Development
2004	Faculty Success Program (Summer and Fall alumni), National Center for Faculty Development and Diversity (Full Scholarship)
Pedagogy
2023	WGSS Faculty Development Summer Institute, Allegheny College

Leadership & Advocacy Training
2026-Present	SWS Delegate to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70), New York, NY. Represented Sociologists for Women in Society at CSW70 through participation in UN- and NGO-affiliated panels, advocacy events, and policy conversations; contributed to SWS’s collective written statement.
2023–2024	Faculty Women of Color in the Academy, Crystal Gateway Marriott, Washington, DC
2022–2023	Public Voices Fellowship on Advancing the Rights of Women and Girls, The OpEd Project and Equality Now, Washington, DC
2021–2023	Women of Color Leadership Project (WoCLP), Women of Color Caucus, National 
Women’s Studies Association
2021–2022	Andrew W. Mellon Faculty of Color Working Group, The New England Humanities Consortium (NEHC)
2021		Supervisor. Trained doctoral students in qualitative data collection and coding
2020		#FreeHer Campaign, National Conference, National Council for Incarcerated and 
Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls, virtual
2020		Beyond the Bars: Freedom Plans, Center for Justice, Columbia University, New York
2019	Facilitator Training, Dialogues on Deliberation and Demagoguery, Department of Communication, University of Maryland

2019		Equity and Inclusion Leadership Training, Race Forward: The Center for Racial Justice, 
DC
2019	Search Inside Yourself Leadership Training, Georgetown University’s Institute for 
Transformational Leadership
2019		Collective Impact Learning Lab Leadership Training, Collective Impact Learning Lab, 
The Forum for Youth Investment, Washington, DC
Writing
2021		Write to Change the World Core Seminar, The OpEd Project, Washington, DC (virtual)
2020		WriteNow Summer Writing Bootcamp, National Center for Faculty Development & 
Diversity
2020		Writing Retreat, The Graduate School, University of Maryland
2019		Grantsmanship Training, Hanover Research, University of Maryland
2019		Write to Change the World Core Seminar, The OpEd Project, Washington, DC
Social Service Work
2018		Communication Specialist, A New Way of Life Reentry Project, Los Angeles, CA
2014		Case Management Training, The Fairview Reentry Center, Washington, DC
2011–2013	Case Manager, Education and Training Program, YWCA, Washington, DC
PRESENTATIONS
Invited Talks
2026		Guest Speaker, Bridging Scholars & Advocates: Collaboration Without Extraction, 
Abolition in Teaching and Practice Symposium, UC Law San Francisco
2025		Panelist, Telling Our Stories, MLK Symposium, CSU Dominguez Hills, ($500)
2025		Guest Speaker, ACCESS Reproductive Justice, Los Angeles ($300)
2025		Guest Speaker, Project on Public Leadership and Action (PPLA), Anti-Carceral Co+ 
Laboratory, Massachusetts ($500)
2023		Scholar-in-Residence, Project on Public Leadership and Action (PPLA), Anti-Carceral 
Co+ Laboratory, Massachusetts ($5000)
2021		“Women and the Prison System.” Chicano and Latino Studies, California State 
University, Long Beach 

2021		“Women’s Advocacy and Activism.” Multicultural and Gender Studies, Chico State 
University 
2021		“Anna Julia Cooper Manuscript Workshop in Black History.” Department of History, 
UMD
2020		“Incarcerated Women and Media Activism.” Race, Equity, and Justice conversation 
series with Dean Bonnie Thornton Dill, College of Arts & Humanities, University of Maryland (via Zoom)
2020	 	“How Mentoring Can Make a Difference.” The Graduate School, University of Maryland 
(via Zoom)
2020	“Women in Prison Speak: Resistance and Activism for Social Justice.” Grad Terp Exchange, UMD
2015		“Black Music and the Construction of American Identity: Blues, Jazz, and Hip-Hop.” 
Virginia Wesleyan College Program Series, Entangled Identities: Legacies of 1619 
(declined; prior commitment)
Conference Presentations
2023		“Incarcerated Women: The Spirituality of Politics and Resistance.” American Studies 
Association Annual Conference, Le Centre Sheraton, Montreal, Canada
2022		“A Call to Action: Reimagining Prison Reform from the Inside.” National Women’s
Studies Association Conference, Hilton Minneapolis, Minneapolis, Minnesota
2021		“In and Beyond Institutions: Black Women’s Resistance, Resilience, and Quest for 
Justice.” (Panel) National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference (virtual)
2020		“#What About Us Too? Don’t Our Voices Matter?” Won’t You Celebrate With Me? A 
Black Feminist Gathering (panel), Department of Women’s Studies, Clarice Performing 
Arts Center, University of Maryland
2019		“Unlikely Communities: Incarcerated Women Advocate for Women’s Rights and Social 
Change.” (Panel) International Communication Association Conference, Washington, DC
2017		“Unpacking Incarcerated Women’s Communication and Resistance through Media 
Activism.” National Council for Black Studies Conference, Hilton Post Oak, Houston, 
Texas

2016		“The Historical and Sociological Aspects of Incarcerated Women’s Communication.” 
Sociologists for Women in Society Winter Meeting, Memphis, TN
2015	Breaking the Silence: Women Behind Bars.” Annual Meeting of the American Society of 
Criminology (ASC), San Francisco, CA

TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING
Visiting Assistant Professor – Allegheny College
2022–2024	Introduction to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies; Critical Prison Studies; Social 
Movements in WGSS
Lecturer – University of Maryland
2018–2019	Oral Communication: Principles and Practices (social justice advocacy focus)
Lecturer – Trinity Washington University
2014	Communication for Academic Success
Instructor of Record – Howard University
2013–2014	Principles of Speech, Department of Communication, Howard University
Teaching Assistant – Howard University
2016–2017	Multicultural Media History, Department of Communication, Howard University

SERVICE
Service to the Department
2022–2024	Member, WGSS Steering Committee, Allegheny College
2020–2021	Member, Colloquium Committee, Department of Communication, University of 
Maryland
2019		Coach, Student Terp Talk Showcase, Student Organization, University of Maryland
University Service
2021	Panelist, Graduate Student Mock Interview Committee, College of Arts and Humanities, 
University of Maryland
Public Scholarship & Service
2026-Present	Ambassador, The OpEd Project Ambassador Program. Selected to support “Write to 

Change the World” public workshops; completed orientation in transformational facilitation; support global virtual cohorts and workshop participants.
Service to the Discipline
2026	Reviewer, “Critique, Idealization, and the Prison.” Political Theory.

2026	Reviewer, “Intersectionality as Praxis: Lessons for Feminist Criminology from The Lesbians 
and Policing Project." has been submitted to Feminist Criminology.” Feminist Criminology.
2019	Reviewer, “#Catchmeinashithole: Black Travel Influencers and the Contestation of Racialized 
Place Myths.” The Howard Journal of Communications
2018	Author Meets Critic, “Girls & Juvenile Justice: Power, Status and the Social Construction of Delinquency.” Pacific Sociological Association.
2016	Reviewer, Feminist Scholarship Division, International Communication Association
2016	Reviewer, Ethnicity and Race in Communication Division, International Communication Association

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Board Appointments and Committees
2026	Camp CADEM Volunteer, California Democratic Party Convention, San Francisco
2025–	Board Member, Spark Magazine, National Center for Institutional Diversity, University of 
Michigan
2021–	Editorial Volunteer, The Fire Inside Newsletter Strategy Committee, California Coalition for Women Prisoners, Oakland, California
2008 – Parent Leader, LIFETIME Southern California Chapter; lobbied California representatives and 
senators at the State Capitol in Sacramento
Media Appearances
2025	Interviewed and quoted in “Black Women Confront Abortion Bans, Deadly Maternal Risks at 
South L.A. Forum.” Wave Newspaper.
2023	Interviewed and quoted in “Scholar-Advocate Visits Wellesley to Discuss Women and 
Incarceration.” The Wellesley News.
2016	Interviewed and quoted in connection with “Trend Toward Social Media Activism in Prisons Gains Steam.” Truthout.





PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Scholars Strategy Network
National Women’s Studies Association
American Association of University Women
Sociologists for Women in Society
American Studies Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
Black Women’s Studies Association
National Center for Faculty Development & Diversity













REFERENCES
Shawn Perry-Giles
Professor and Chair, Communication Department, Maryland University
Email: spg@umd.edu
301-405-6527
Dr. Giles can speak to my teaching at Maryland University, research, and field contributions

Barbara Shaw
Professor and Chair
Allegheny College
bshaw@allegheny.edu
301-442-8031
Dr. Shaw can speak to my teaching in WGSS at Allegheny College

Jenny Musto, PhD
Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies, Wellesley College
Email: jmusto@wellesley.edu
310-220-7790
Dr. Musto can speak to my guest speaker experience, interdisciplinary and intersectional research and contributions to feminist and carceral studies.

Janette Garcia-Hallett, PhD
Associate Professor of Criminal Justice, University of New Haven
Email: jgarciahallett@newhaven.edu
917-402-4385
Dr. Garcia-Hallett can speak to my interdisciplinary and intersectional research and contributions to feminist criminology studies
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Tamanika Ferguson

Wellesley College
Women's and Gender Studies
106 Central Street | Founders Hall | Wellesley, MA
tamanika ferguson@swellesley.edu
‘www.tamanikafergusonphd.com




